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Dear Mr Francis, 
 
Further to the information you have published on your website, Ramblings of a PR, we 
would like to clarify some of the points made in your blog as they are not an entirely 
accurate interpretation of the law. 
 

As you are aware spending on a campaign activity is regulated if the activity passes 
two tests: the purpose test and the public test.  The purpose test is met if the activity 
can reasonably be seen as intended to influence voters to vote for or against one or 
more political parties or category of candidates (see Overview of regulated non-party 
campaigning pages 5-6).  The public test is met if the activity is directed at the public. 
 

In your blog, you have advised that “any media relations activity is not covered by the 
Act”.  As we previously advised, regulated campaign activity does not include anything 
(except adverts) appearing in a newspaper or on a licensed broadcast channel. Thus, 
a letter published in a newspaper will not be regulated campaign activity. However, 
spending on media activities such as press conferences, material published on social 
media or other media events will be regulated if they meet the purpose and the public 
test. Further information on media events can be found on page 12 of our guidance. 
We would be grateful if you could clarify the position in your blog so that campaigners 
will not misunderstand the position. 
 

As you’ve helpfully noted in your update to the blog, charities are governed by charity 
law as well as electoral law.  We have guidance to help charities understand how 
electoral law and charity law interact.   
 

Non-party campaigners must register with us if they’re spending over £20,000 in 
England or £10,000 in any of Scotland, Wales or Northern Ireland on regulated 
campaign activities. 
 
If you do have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact the party and 
election finance advice line on 0333 103 1928 or e-mail the party and election finance 
inbox at pef@electoralcommission.org.uk. 

 

http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/165963/to-activities-npc.pdf
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/165963/to-activities-npc.pdf
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/165963/to-activities-npc.pdf
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/165961/intro-campaigning-charities-npc.pdf
mailto:pef@electoralcommission.org.uk
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